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A NOTE BEFORE YOU BEGIN

This guide is not about market timing, trading signals, or speculative plays. It is a

disciplined framework for those who understand that wealth preservation
requires a different kind of money - one that cannot be inflated, seized, or

debased at will.

Read it once. Then act on it. The best time to start stacking was ten years ago.

The second best time is today.
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SECTION 01

Introduction

BITCOIN STACKING GUIDE

WHY BITCOIN?

Most people approach Bitcoin incorrectly. They focus on price, timing, and short-

term gains. That's speculating - not stacking.

Fixed supply of 21 million coins -
ever. No central authority can

True stacking is the systematic, disciplined accumulation of Bitcoin with the intention of inflate it away.

holding long-term - preferably in self-custody. It is a financial discipline, not a trading

strategy.

Runs 24/7 with no downtime, no
bank holidays, and no permission

This guide distills the core principles and actionable steps you need to stack Bitcoin required.

effectively, avoid common pitfalls, and build a foundation for genuine financial sovereignty.

Follow it faithfully and the protocol will do the rest.

SECTION 02

The Five Core Principles

Stack Consistently

Dollar-Cost Average on a fixed schedule - weekly or monthly -
regardless of price. Emotion is the enemy of accumulation.

Think in Decades

Bitcoin is a long-term store of value. A 5-year horizon is the
minimum; 10+ is ideal. Short-term thinking destroys stacks.

Self-custody means no
counterparty risk. Your keys,
your coins.

Hold Your Own Keys

Self-custody is hon-negotiable. If you don't control the private
keys, you don't own Bitcoin. You own a promise.

Ignore the Noise

Media hype, FUD, and price predictions are distractions
engineered to shake you out. Focus on accumulation and
security.

Verify Everything

Understand the technology, the risks, and the mechanics before moving large amounts. Trust, but verify - especially your own setup.
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SECTION 03

The Stacking Checklist

Follow these steps in order. Each one builds on the last. Do not skip ahead - the sequence matters.

- 04

Set a Budget
Determine a sustainable amount to allocate each month. Never stack beyond what you can afford to hold through a

multi-year bear market.

Choose a Reputable Exchange
Select a regulated, well-reviewed platform for initial purchases. River, Coinbase, and Swan are all respected options with

strong compliance records.

Verify Your Identity

Complete KYC requirements so you can fund your account and withdraw without friction when the time comes.

Link a Funding Source
Connect your bank account or debit card. Avoid credit cards - cash advance fees and high interest rates erode your

stack before it begins.

Place Your First Order

Start with a small test buy to understand the process. Then lock in your recurring DCA schedule and execute without

emotion.

Withdraw to Self-Custody

As soon as you reach a meaningful threshold (e.g., 0.01 BTC), move it off the exchange and into your own wallet. Do not

leave large sums exposed.

Secure Your Seed Phrase

Write down your 12 or 24-word seed phrase on metal or acid-free paper. Store it offline, in a safe location. Never store it

digitally, in the cloud, or in a photo.

Test Wallet Recovery
Before holding significant funds, verify you can fully restore your wallet from the seed phrase alone. This is not optional.

It is the entire point.

Establish a Recurring Routine

Schedule your DCA purchases - weekly or monthly - and automate where possible. Consistency compounds over time;

emotion does not.

Annual Stack Review
Once per year, assess your progress, update your security practices, and confirm your seed phrase backups are intact

and accessible only to you.
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Storage by Tier

Not all storage solutions are equal. Match your security model to the size of your stack. Under-securing is the costliest
mistake a stacker can make.

< 0.1 BTC
ENTRY LEVEL

0.1 - 1 BTC
INTERMEDIATE

1+ BTC
ADVANCED

- MICHAEL SAYLOR

A reliable mobile wallet (BlueWallet, Muun) secured with a strong passphrase is acceptable for small
amounts. Treat it like cash in your physical wallet - only carry what you're willing to lose.

Use a hardware wallet (Ledger, Trezor, Coldcard). These keep private keys fully offline, isolated from
malware and network attacks. Purchase directly from the manufacturer only.

Consider a multi-signature setup (2-of-3 or 3-of-5) with seed phrases stored in geographically
separate, secure locations. Services like Unchained Capital can assist with collaborative custody
HEMEIICH

Bitcoin is the most secure store of value ever created. The only way to win is to accumulate and hold.

A Critical Reminder: Never hold significant Bitcoin on exchanges or in custodial web wallets. Exchanges get
hacked, freeze accounts, and go bankrupt. Not your keys. Not your coins.
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SECTION 05

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Timing the Market ﬁ Leaving Funds on Exchanges
You cannot consistently buy the bottom. Nobody can. DCA Exchanges get hacked, freeze withdrawals, and go insolvent.
eliminates the need to try, and removes emotion from the Celsius, FTX, and Mt. Gox all happened. Withdraw to self-
equation entirely. custody.
Storing Seed Phrases Digitally ﬁ Sharing Your Keys
Photos, cloud drives, email drafts, and password managers No legitimate service, exchange, or individual will ever need
are all vulnerable. Your seed phrase belongs offline. your seed phrase. Anyone who asks for it is attempting to
Permanently. steal your coins.

Using Unknown Wallets = Neglecting Backups

Only use open-source, well-audited wallet software Without your seed phrase, your Bitcoin is permanently
downloaded directly from official, verified sources. Always inaccessible if the device fails. Test recovery before trusting
check PGP signatures. it with real funds.

SECTION 06

Building Conviction

Stacking through multi-year bear markets requires more than strategy - it requires conviction. These are the most
reliable ways to build it:

¢

06

Study the Fundamentals
Read The Bitcoin Standard by Saifedean Ammous. Follow educators like Lyn Alden, Jeff Booth, and Dan Held. Understand the monetary

history that makes Bitcoin inevitable.

Run a Node
Operating your own Bitcoin node deepens understanding, contributes to network decentralization, and lets you verify transactions

trustlessly. Use Umbrel or RaspiBlitz to start.

Use Bitcoin Directly
Send and receive transactions. Experience the settlement layer firsthand. Understanding the mechanics inoculates you against FUD and

maximizes conviction during downturns.

Track On-Chain Metrics
Hash rate, difficulty adjustment, active addresses, and UTXO growth all reinforce the network's relentless expansion - even when price

temporarily retreats.
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SECTION 07

Your Stacking Mindset

Wealth Preservation in a Debased World

Bitcoin stacking is not about getting rich quickly. It is about preserving and growing your wealth in a world where every fiat
currency has, throughout history, trended toward zero purchasing power.

The goal is to accumulate a position meaningful enough to:

+ Protect your family's wealth across generations, free from inflationary erosion
+ Provide genuine optionality when traditional financial systems become constrained

+ Maintain financial independence during periods when institutions falter

Stack sats for the long haul, and let time - and the protocol - do the rest.

SECTION 08

Your Next Five Steps

O Set Your Bitcoin Budget 02 Execute Your First Purchase
Start with 1-5% of your monthly income. Sustainable > aggressive. The habit Open an account on a trusted exchange today and execute your first DCA buy.
matters more than the amount. The first one is the hardest. Do it anyway.

03 Acquire a Hardware Wallet 04 Move to Self-Custody
Order directly from the manufacturer. Practice sending small amounts before Withdraw your Bitcoin off exchanges within 30 days of accumulation. Every day
trusting it with your full stack. on an exchange is unnecessary risk.

05 Subscribe to Hard Money Stack

Get ongoing education, strategy updates, and market perspective from a community of disciplined, long-term stackers. Free at hardmoneystack.com.

Continue Your Education

Weekly insights on Bitcoin stacking, self-custody, and sound money principles - delivered directly to your inbox. No noise. No trading signals. Just the
signal.

hardmoneystack.com
© 2026 Hard Money Stack - hardmoneystack.com

This guide is provided for educational purposes only and does not constitute financial, investment, or legal advice.
Always conduct your own research and consult a qualified professional before making financial decisions.
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